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to Haleakala crater, from the crest of which he saw all of the
islands and the sea beneath them. Out of this adventure
came the article, "The House of the Sun."

He spent a week on the leper island of Molokai, where he
and Charmian lived and mingled with the lepers on terms of
physical equality, sitting side by side with them at their
shooting club and standing in the rifle boxes, shooting with
rifles still warm with their hands, or attending the horse
races they staged. The lepers pleaded with him to write an
article which would tell the truth about the maligned
Island of Molokai so that the world might know that they
lived well and happily, and in "The Lepers of Molokai,"
written as soon as he returned to his bungalow in Hilo, Jack
fulfilled his promise with a tender and tragically beautiful
description of his stay there. Alexander Hume Ford,
authority on surf-riding, taught him to ride the breakers;
although he received a sunburn that kept his sensitive skin
blistered for two weeks, he wrote an article called " A Royal
Sport" which did much to popularise surf-riding among
Americans. He loved the easy, beauty-drenched life of the
islands, and worked well on Martin Eden, in addition to his
other writings.

When the series of tramp articles appearing in the
Cosmopolitan were ready to be issued in book form, Brett
wrote to Jack asking if he would still be willing to publish
The Road if he, Brett, could prove that the book would hurt
him with his public. Jack replied, " In The Road, as in all
my work, I have been true. As my character has developed
through my work there have been flurries of antagonism,
attacks, and condemnations. But I pulled through them all.
I have always insisted that the cardinal literary virtue is
sincerity. If I am wrong in that belief, if the world downs
me on it, Pll say, * Good-bye, proud world,' retire to the
ranch, and plant potatoes and raise chickens to keep my
stomach full. It was my refusal to take cautious advice
that made me."

There was one piece of cautious advice that he did take,
one that probably saved his life; in mid-October he set sail